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CHAP,   themselves on the plea that they had done so simply out

of dread of dishonouring the Viceroy.    In order to still

A>1)>     further strengthen Ms position, Almeida gave instructions

1509. that a general indictment should be drawn up against"
Albuquerque, and he wrote to Coje Atar requesting that,
should he have any complaints to make against that officer,
he would send some person to prefer the accusation, pro-
mising that he would see full justice done. The indict-
ment having been drawn up, the Viceroy delivered it to
Antonio de Sintra to keep until the arrival of the next
ships from Portugal. Albuquerque became aware of these
proceedings, and knew that the Viceroy was desirous of
ensnaring Mm in some difficulties. To avoid this, there-
fore, he adopted the precaution of not venturing out of
his house, and by the general judiciousness of his actions
on the occasion he probably avoided a crisis which could
not but have been very detrimental to the interests of
Portugal in India. Feeling now ran very high between
the partisans of these two men, and Joao da Nova and_
Jorge Barreto having reported to the Viceroy certain
words used by Joao de Christus (a brother of the Order
of Saint Eloi), from which they, interpreting them to
suit their own purpose, alleged that Albuquerque must
have resolved upon some such act of treason as to seize
the fort of Cochin and put Jorge Barreto to death,
the Viceroy ordered Joao de Christus to be loaded with
irons and placed in solitary confinement in a cellar in
that fortress. This coming to the knowledge of Alfonso
de Albuquerque, he proceeded to the Viceroy, and
pleaded for the release of the man. At this interview a
serious altercation took place between the two, and the
Viceroy subsequently gave orders for a strong guard to be
placed over the fortress of Cochin, and issued a proclama-
tion to the effect that no one should carry arms, either by
night or by day, excepting his own servants, and the cap-
tains, and some persons specially licensed to do so. He
also ordered the arrest of Gaspar Pereira and Buy de Araiijo,